H1 .l||,“ shie said. "‘||l1||1||;.; wias the best choice | made. We do so

much om this campus with community service.”

She recalled the recent “tecter-totter-a-thon,” where the sisters
rogle seesaws for an III'III'I|:l.'”'|.||"|l.'l.I 40-hour streteh to raise mEOnEy
for hospitalized children,

“We had a blast.”™ she said, “Ie% w0 moch fun, [ don't know
where | am Boang bo b 1 the future, but | want to come back .1|'u_|
see what our chapter is doing. ™

The Greek organizations also sponsor a children’s Halloween
party for the community, among other chartable effores.

Alicka M. Robinson, a sophomaore from Spencer, MA, is one
of Kenner's new sisters. She joined as a freshman as 3 way o be
muore involved on CAmMpLs,

“It opens you up o meet other ru_-np|;- from other orgamiza-

Alam M. Archubald cites public service as a hallmark of Greek life,
[urst and prresent,

mons,” she said. =1 would not have met all the people 1 have if |

didn't join.™

s see the look on their faces, ' worth it It feels hke VO e
really gotten to know someone and touch their lives,®

And as with his predecessors, he has deep bonds with his
fratermity brothers, Archibald didns give it a second thought
when he was called in the middle of the night two vears ago by
his brothers who needed a life afver a car accident tour hours
away in Mew |ersey.

*That's what brotherhood means o us. Joining was the best
thing I've done in my entire life,” he said. *1 wouldn't change a
thing. There 15 always someone to count on and that goes for all

the Greek organizations, ™

A LASTING TRADITION

uch is the way of voday's sororines as well.

Stephanie L. Kennett, a sophomore trom MNorth Picestield,

F.L, is in Sigma Sigma Sigma. Kennew doesn't have a
biological sister but found a sisterhood

Stepianie L. Kewnetr, left, and Alicie M. Bobinzon found close
friendships throngh thetr sororiy.

0N CAMPUS,

{r .

=1 was a little uncom

fortable at first with the

rereotypes of what The trendly competitions — chariot races, ple-eating coniests,

- " “

ol Bee o TV villeyball —help bring new students into the Greek system.

. L} - . - . -

LS e s “Ir’s for a lifetime,” Robinson said, “We're always going to be
i L=

sisters. As an alumna, Ull always come back and stay in contact.”
o college and parry ¥sc . 3

all the time. B

that’s really not true

This churriod swas raced dirrtng the
ol Careedk Cllymnpucs i Aperil,

Fitchburg State Collagn 15
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“My nime ar Fichburg Stare College was tour fabulous

years,” said Chuinn. “1 would love to do i all over again, but the

anly way | would i if | conld do it with the same group of people,

because it was the people | was with that made it so special.™

THE NEASYLONS

usan ] . H (FEST “I ': |:t:|!|l.1 TECH "'.'.. X I1'|I.‘||,“|' L T% |!|||:-| SCKEENCE
teacher fram Canton and a member of the Neasvlons, sl
knows where her insenbed paddle is more than 30 years

afver graduation. The inscription reads:

“For my lirtle sister,
there are memortes of the times we've shared,
botly brrigind and gloonry davs,

Memaries of vour kinndwess, and VORF NNy rhrurgh:f]r.' HATYS,
Threre are memories of the (ings we've dowe, each special [ittle
chat whben we wonld get together and talk of this and tha.
.“ul ’-II‘JF .‘-J.‘-'fflrﬂﬂl.llll Iﬁﬂri'r'i'r. |l.|fl'.|I lﬁ.ln'ru'l’ I'Il.l:' lr;rll.l" " .i'”ﬂ! _|,"I.|IIJI.
These are special memories that we'll alisays have 1o bold,
And az we vecall these memories as we go along life's way, we'll
firad they'll grow move preciois shill, wilh every passirng day.

With love and sisterbood forever™

.'I‘n |'.I-\.'|1 VEAT fRESRRES,
she said, those handwrie
ren words become more
meaninghul, the memo
ries more reasured.
Cogliano remembers
'.'-|I:'|.‘|;_: ng— has INEg [0
SNEAT I:il-c; I|;'.||_I||'-q;|_| brown
and |'_||||,| EYVETY |,|.1||
MELing w 111 ||'.|'||_'r
pledges ar night o soudy

the sororey's history and

singing the sorority song ‘
over and over. All the
rituals made them fobn A, Churcher became an

wraffrcial Bistorian for the Mobaieks,

become a strong, cohe
taking care of artifacts like the

Ve & usting group . -
sivie and [Tusting groug facket be showed off during a recent
OIS campus visit

THE MOHAWKS
he Mohawks, alse planning a reunion, share equal feclings
of camaraderie. John A. Churcher of Leominster pledged
a3 a junior in 1984, He also compiled a history of the

Mohawks called *The Mohawk Club at Fitchburg State College.™
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Emmy-winner Melanie Perkins
goes to the head of the class

elanie Perking "#1, an Emmy-winming filmmaker, has
M fond memarics of Fitchburg State and has mainrained

Strong ties in recent vears, whether keeping in touch
with the professors who mentored her during her studies or return-
Ing to campus to give the commencement address last year,

This spring, Perkins added another layer to her relationship
with Fitchburg State—guest instructor.

Perkins' road back to the classroom
began in the aftermath of winning the
Emmy for outstanding long-form inves-
tgative jourmalism in September 2008
for her documentary film, “Have You
Seen Andy?” Perkins came o speak wo
the class of a former professor, George
Bohrer. She enjoyed the expericnce,
and was happy to accept the college’s
mwvitation to deliver the commencement
address the following spring,

As she told the members of the class
of 2009 lase May, Perkins I;]:I'I:h]'.!FH,!n;l. ot
of school in her native Lawrence in
cighth grade, only Later being “loved
back o life™ by her aunt. She came o
Fitchburg State and spent six years pur-
suing a double major in human services
and communications media.

In an emotional and affecting
speech, she told the students not o
ignore the wisdom of clichés.

“Today, as vou sit in vour black robes in the hot sun, | want
1o tell you I've been where vou are,” she said. *We've taken the
same classes, maybe even had some of the same professors. [ can
tell you the way [ always learncd best was through experience.”

Common pearls of wisdom like “What docsn't kill you makes
vou stronger,” “Believe in yourself,” and =You never know what
the future holds,” are trite sayings, but express truths Perkins came
1o realize as she endured a difficult childhood, her struggles ar
college, raising a daughter with Down Syndrome, and making her
documentary feature,

“Have You Seen Andy?" recounts the disappearance in
Augrust 1976 of Perkins childhood friend, Andy Puglisi,

2  Contact Surnmer 2010

Melawie Perkins returned 1o camipis in the spring,
this tevee as an instriector,

=] decided vo make a film abour Andy,™ she told the crowd ar
commencement. “Ar first | was told | shouldn’, then that [ couldn’.
[ wrote grant applications, and was rejected. But with the help and
encouragement of so many amazing people—from Andy’s family,
to my family, to my edivor and composer—we forged ahead.”

The film was shown on HBO in June 2007, The following
year, Perking was onstage at Lincoln Center in Mew York,
|.|u|.1.-||i||;|_-_ an Eltmn_.'_

“I know podday thar 1 couldn’t have
miade that flm if 1 didn’t ar firse believe
that [ could,” she wold the graduares.
“Try to remember, as Michael Jordan
famously said, “You have to expect things
of yourself before you can do them.'

Her story moved the crowd at com-
mencement, and Perkins is stll ready
share her wisdom with stedents, This
spring she returned to campus at the
invitation of John Cherro-Szivos, the
Communications Media deparmment
chair, to teach an introductory course
on film styles and genres.

Focusing on documentary films,
Perkims sereened several nitdes for her
students, who are working on their
own documentary projects as well as
rescarching other alumni.

“The students are so impressive,™
Perkins said after her veaching stine
had begun. *They're 50 smart, fresh and cager.”™

She also sees something of the mettle thar she used o get
through college and to get her film produced,

“] had a strong work ethic, and thar goes a long way,” sad
Perkins, who is sell working on financing her next film, which
will address Down Syndrome.,

*I am so proud of Melanie,” Bohrer said, discussing Perkins'
return, *1 am happy 1o count her among my good friends as well
as a former student. Her life story makes her accomplishmients
all the more impressive. Her current work on Down Syndrome
children, and the choices parents make, shows her devortion o
important social exploration. She is a great -:r.amplr [0F ESUF CLTTEnT

continued on page 3
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