Biomass Plant
Emissions
Spark Debate

Central Mass. operators say
energy source is clean

BY ERANDON BUTLER
Waroeited Buninew Journad SEx Writer

ust over one year ago Munksjo Paper
Co. in Fitchburg closed its factory and
laid off 100 workers,

There was a glimmer of hope in the
announcement, however.

The company had plans to build a bio-
mass heat and electricity plant on iis site,
which would burn wood chips to produce
electricity and heat for the factory's opera-
tions, The decrease in energy costs by pro-
ducing power independently would allow
the plant to reopen and possibly hire back
its waorkers.

Reported Concerns

But a new study commissioned by the
state’s Department of Energy Resources is
casting a somewhat critical eye on biomass
power plants and questioning just how
environmentally friendly they ane.

Munksjo CFO Andrew Rice said hes
worried that stricter regulations regarding
biomass power plants that could result
from the study may hamper the company’s
ability to build the power plant, and hence
reapen the factory.

“We're pretty much in a wailing pattern,”
Rice said. “Yes we're gill looking at it, but
depending on how things go with the
release of this new study, if regulations
change too moch, it may not make it feasi-
ble o do the project.”
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Regional airports struggle for funding, survival

BY BRANDON BUTLER
‘Woriesler Buwnest koumal i 'Wiiter

Il Fred Guertin is asking for is 500 feet.

Thar's all he says the runway at Fitchburg Municipal Airport needs to “open a whobe

new window” and increase traffic at the small regional transportation hub,
A 500-foot expansion of the airports runway would put it over 5000 feet in lengih, a
benchmark that Guertin, who is the ATPOTt MANARET, 515 would allow the airport to accom-
modate larger and heavier planes. And that, Guertin is hoping, will attract new recreational

flicrs and business travebers.

Maoney Woes

So, airport and city officials are in the midst of applying for millions of dollars in federal
and state grants to fund the 516 million expansion, which Guertin hopes to break ground
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within two years

Guertin is looking 1o give the airport, one
af almost a dozen small regional airports in
{Central :"-1.]\'-:J.i.'|:luhl.'llh, a hoaat.

And according 1o those in the regional
airline industry, secondary airports around
the region — and the United States for that
matter — need it

“For a lot of the smaller airports, we live
and breathe off of the disposable income
that people have, said David Dinneen,
executive director of the Massachusetis
Adrport Management Association, a coali-
tiom of privately owned airports in the state.
“Because of that, we've seen a dramatic
dedline in the number Hrlhﬂllplf h‘u:l‘lillt; lin
fly. or actually out flying their planes. People
just don't have the money (o spend”

Dinneen and others in the industry blame
a slowdown in airline traffic on the
September 11 terrorist attacks and the
national recession. Mationwide, airline traf-
fic has declined from 835 million passengers
per year al airports in 2007 to 767 million
last year. Many in the indwstry expect that as
the economy improves, passenger travel will
increase,

Dinmeen estimates foel dale at Mansfield
Municipal Airport, which he manages, is off
25 1 M) percen from jusd three YeEars .

With traffic on the decline, funding for
n,-gimml :|.i:rp-:hr|!:q. it under pressure. Heul cul-
timgg back now ks short-sighted, according to
thioze in the imllul!r:.'.

“Were not building new airports virtu-
all].' .'II1}".1.'|'I|,'I|,' in the |.HII:I1!I:|-'," waid Ed Frend,
director of aviation for the Massachusetts
Fort Authority, “But as passenger travel
comes back, we can only handle o much at
the larger airports, and all of these reglonal
airports will play a role in casing the load,”

Bostons Logan Airport, for example, can
comfortably handle about 28 million pas
sengers per year, Freni said. By 2020, that
number could reach as high as 40 million,
according 1o some estimates,

In Fitchburg, Guertin isnt expecting b
attract millions of passengers on commer-
cial flights to Fitchburg,

But, increasing the runway size will allow
new corporate travelers to fly into the air-
port, mostly 1o visit sites in Fitchburg,
Leominster, Devens or clsewhere in Central
Massachusetis.

Guertins hopes are supported by a 2008
study completed by REG Associates, a New
Hampshire-based consulting firm. That
:q.[ud].', commissioned by the North Central
Massachusetts Chamber of Commerce, sur-
1.1].1:13 182 basinesses in the region amsd
asked if they use the airport. About 20 per-
cenl said they do at least once a year to
transport statl, clients or products.

“A longer runway means more of an
opportumity, and it improves safety) said
Darren Mochrie, a principal at RKG who
worked on the Fitchburg study. "Does that
translate direcily into new business opera-
tions for Fitchburg or other communities?
Not necessarily, but it definitely opens up
the potential for businesses who are in the
region to more fully wilize the airport, or
for potential businesses that are looking for
a new location and would find aceess o an

airport advantageous.”

Staying Competitive

Freni, the Massport airline official, said in
arder to keep regional airports in business,
investments need o be made now That's
why Massport officials recently paid the city

and grerall economic conditions,

of Worcester more than $15 million 1o buy
Worcester Regional Airport, he said.

Massport will be studying what improve-
menis are necded at the airport over the
||:mg term. Omee of the hi%ﬂ.‘il upﬁr.lduh,
Frenl said, is access to the airport. He said
transportation issues to the airport will be
studied in the coming weeks to determine
priorities.

In the short term, he said some acsthetic
improvements will be made, indluding new
landscaping and consistent signage at and
leading up 1o the airpor.

“Wed like to put 2 new face on the place,”
he said,

The eventwal goal is to increase passenger
traffic and business use of the airport. Its
unlikely the asirport will get back w s
golden years in the late 1990s and early
20005, when upwards of 350,000 passengers

Flying High

FLIGHT BECK: Regioaal sirport managers Mo Fred Gueria a4 Fitchbung Meport repart declines in utilization dus to Sept. 11

traveled through the airport annually, Freni
admitted.

Back then there were multiple carriers,
including US. Airways, which flew to
Philadelphia and American Eagle, which
flew to New York and Chicago.

Now, South Carolina-based Direct Air is
the airport’s lone carrier flying to three loca-
thoms, two in Florida and one in the compa-
ny’s home state. Since November 2008, when
Direct Alr began serving WHA, there have
been more than 100,000 passengers in aboul
a year and a half, according to Andrew
Davis, airport manager of the WRAL

Ed Warneck, president of Direct Air, said
his goal is to increase nol only the desting.-
tions from Worcester, but also o launch a
FEVErse ||url-:t‘|'i||5 {Jnll."!iE“ o encourage
residents from southern states 1o travel o
Worcester and Central Massachusetis.

' Tenregional airports dot the landscape in Central Massachusetts.
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Ice Cream
Empire

Popular family chain comes
to Lancaster

BY LIVIA GERSHON
Watnrber Buins beumal el Wene

hen the Kimball family decided 1o
Wbrinq; its Westford-based chain of

souped-up ice cream stands 1o
Lancaster, it wasnt because of formal mar-
ket rescarch or an analysis of the small
town’s demographics.

According to Mary Beth Rattey, general
manager of Kimball Farm at Oakridge,
which opened in Lancaster at the start of
the summer scason, it was the former own-
ers of the shop that initiated the sale. When
the Harpers, a family with several farm
operations  in the North Central
Massachusetts area, decided to sell their
Oakridge Farm Stand, Rattey said they
approached the Kimballs,

According 1o Rattey, the rustic building
with exposed beams located on acres of
Harper farmland seemed like just the righ
place for Kimball.

“All of that just meshes well™ she said.

*From one family farm to anoth-
er. It's been wonderful”

Expansion
Strategy
In fact, Rattey
gaid, thats the
same  way the

fourth-generation
family business scquired
its other two satellite
kecations, in Carlisle and
Jaffrey, M.H.; Family farms
contacted ithe Kimballs
with an opporiunity.

Kimball Farm lce Cream
evolved from a Westford
dairy farm that the great-
grandfather of current owners
Michael and Peter Kimball
owned back in the 19305, The
family started making its own ice
cream, and that soon became its claim to
fame. Then, it started adding attractions:
mini-golf, a driving range, bumper boats,
exotic animals and a balloon ride, among
others.

So far, Kimballs Lancaster location offers
e cream, seafood and a country store, and

= Continued On Page 9

“Theres an education process that needs
to happen,” Warneck said. “Secondary air-
parts will |'||1I3. survive once the communi
ties recognize the amount of new business
these airports can bring into the market. All
you have 1o do is market yourself outside
the community and reach that audience”

‘Warneck said he is already in disoussions
aboul putting vacation packages together o
sell plane tickets along with trips to various
attractions around Central Massachusctts
and Boston.

“We need to save these airports,” he said,

Oither airports in Central Massachusetis
aren't looking for dramatic mubti-million
dollar investments. They're just looking to
survive with decreased business.

G. Robert Stetson has privately managed
and owned the Marlborough Regional
Airport for more than two decades, inched-
ing its 1,682-foot ranway on 25 acres

Everyone from recreational pilots to busi-
ness travelers and cven President Barack
Obama uses the airport, Stetson said.

In ftact, when Obama came to
Massachusetts for a fundraiser and to tour
Mood damage in April, the presidential
matorcade vehicles d:mnﬁ,r."d the airpu:l's
rumway, Stetson said.

He has unsuccessfully requested $700,000
from the federal government to help repair
it.

Even without the money to repair the
damaged runway = which is still usable —
Stetson sald the last few years have been a
struggle,

“Adrporis are just less busy than they ve
cver been,” be said. “A lot of people blame
W11 and the ecomnomy. | don't think thats it
cither. | don't know what it is, it just seems
like there is less interest in fyimg”

People, he said, don't want to spend their
time and money on flying planes, which he
admits is an expensive hobby,

“If you really want to drum up interest, 1
think youd have to ban golf” he joked. W

Mariborough Airport

Hopedale Industrial Fark Arport
Southbeidge Municipal Airpan
Worcester Regional Airport
Spencer Airport

Sterling Airport

Fitchiburg Muricipal Airport
Feppersl Airpoin

Gardeer Municipal Airpot
1O Minse Man Air Field, Stow

www whjournal.com

July 19, 2010

+ Worcester Business Journal 21




